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foreigner. The servant, being unable to assign any
reason for his master's ill-humour, naturally felt
very offended and so went straight to the police-
station and lodged his complaint. 1?he police,
finding a foreigner involved in the affair, speeded
up their inquiry and had a summons served upon
the Englishman to appear before the local magistrate
on a certain date. Before that date, however, his
friends came to know of the affair and knowing as
they did the seriousness of the offence in the eye
of the Japanese law, strongly urged upon him to
leave the country immediately if he did not wish to
spend a year studying Japanese prison-life. Realis-
ing that prudence is often the better part of valour
and connected as he was with the leading English
steamship company trading with Japan, he had
no particular difficulty in following the advice of his
friends and betaking himself away from the vindic-
tive justice of the Japanese courts. I myself had a
passing experience of Japanese police methods when
on my way to Kobe from Nara I broke the journey at
Kyoto to make some purchases of Japanese art-ware.
As I was returning after making the purchases to the
station I found not only the main road leading to
the station but even the side streets leading into it
closed to public traffic. On inquiring I was told that
the Emperor was that afternoon returning to Kyoto
from a small wayside town where he had been for
well-nigh a week worshipping the manes of his
imperial ancestors. By long detours, however, I
managed to reach the station and as the Emperor
was expected every moment I stood just outside the